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Martine Melein grew up in the most southern part of the Netherlands. Her interest in 
archaeology began when she was very young, and her grandfather told her stories 
about ancient cultures. When she was 17, she left Maastricht to study archaeology 
in Leiden. She is the first of her family to have completed an academic education. 
After finishing her doctoral education in Mesopotamian archaeology, and obtaining 
a post-academic teaching degree in social science, she lectured on various Ancient 
Near Eastern subjects at Leiden University, as well as for the general public. During 
her PhD-research she raised a family and earned money as a housekeeper, lunch lady, 
educational co-ordinator of Geo- and Bioarchaeology at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
and finally assistant to the director of the academic teacher education, also at Vrije 
Universiteit. She presented her research at several ICAANE and RAI conferences 
and participated in the international METROLOGIA-research group, as well as in 
scientific workshops on themes such as metrology and pigments. One of Martine’s 
major strengths lies in combining scientific disciplines, thus allowing to tell a more 
complete and balanced story of our past.
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